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Scenario 

Neuroscientist



Head over 
heels into 

the 
wheelchair



In Bad Godesberg in December, 800 specialist 

doctors discussed approaches for the therapy 

of patients whom have suffered strokes or 

traffic accidents. Philipp Kreutmann also got a 

chance to speak, the 26-year-old uses a 

wheelchair. 

See the next slide with information from a local 
newspaper article to find out what happened to 
Philipp.



• at a party, Philipp jumped into the pool 
at his friend’s house

• he hit the pool’s ground with his head
• one of his vertebra of the neck broke
• since than, his whole body below his 

chest is paralyzed

I didn’t have much alcohol 
but nevertheless jumped 
too steeply into the pool.

Foto: Westhoff



Here, too in Bonn, neuroscientists 
carry out research, in order to help 
people like Philipp recover and 
help to understand our bodies 
better. 

What exactly is a neuroscientist and what do 
they work on?



What is a neuroscientist?

What is the DZNE?

What does a normal working day look like 
for me?

What is interesting about my work?

What skills do I need as a neuroscientist?

Why did I want to become a 
neuroscientist and how did I become one?

Hello, my name is Barbara. 
I am a neuroscientist and work 
at the DZNE Bonn.
If you want to get to know me a 
little bit better click here 



You now know what a 
neuroscientist like 

Barbara works on. But 
how can her work 

contribute towards 
helping people after an 

accident, such as 
Philipp’s?



Inquiry (Science learning) & Consolidation:

Biology: 
Learning content: Neurobiology
Methods:
e.g.:
➢ Students can get the following tasks:
1. Find out about the structure of our nervous system and especially about the function of the 

spinal cord. You can use the internet or your textbook. 
2. Afterwards, with Barbara’s help, answer the question how neuroscientists can help people 

recover from spinal cord injuries (video on slide 9).

➢ Discussion: Which methods do you consider appropriate to improve people’s lives?





Back



Back



Back



Back



Back



Back


